ISDR
Mission and objectives
The ISDR aims at building disaster resilient communities by promoting increased awareness of the
importance of disaster reduction as an integral component of sustainable development, with the
goal of reducing human, social, economic and environmental losses due to natural hazards and
related technological and environmental disasters.
Recognising that natural hazards can threaten any one of us, the ISDR builds on partnerships and takes a
global approach to disaster reduction, seeking to involve every individual and every community towards the
goals of reducing the loss of lives, the socio-economic setbacks and the environmental damages caused by
natural hazards. In order to achieve these goals, the ISDR promotes four objectives as tools towards
reaching disaster reduction for all:
Increase public awareness to understand risk, vulnerability and disaster reduction globally
The more people, regional organizations, governments, non-governmental organizations, United Nations
entities, representatives of civil society and others know about risk, vulnerability and how to manage the
impacts of natural hazards, the more disaster reduction measures will be implemented in all sectors of
society. Prevention begins with information.
Obtain commitment from public authorities to implement disaster reduction policies and actions
The more decision-makers at all levels commit themselves to disaster reduction policies and actions, the
sooner communities vulnerable to natural disasters will benefit from applied disaster reduction policies and
actions. This requires, in part, a grassroots approach whereby communities at risk are fully informed and
participate in risk management initiatives.
Stimulate interdisciplinary and intersectoral partnerships, including the expansion of risk reduction
networks
The more entities active in disaster reduction share information on their research and practices, the more
useful the global body of knowledge and experience will progress. By sharing a common purpose and
through collaborative efforts we can ensure a world that is more resilient to the impact of natural hazards.
Improve scientific knowledge about disaster reduction
The more we know about the causes and consequences of natural hazards and related technological and
environmental disasters on societies, the more we are able to be better prepared to reduce risks. Bringing
the scientific community and policy makers together allows them to contribute to and complement each
other's work.
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